One in a common life
One in a common life, we come together,

One in your name, our Lord Jesus!

One in the teaching, sharing, breaking of bread,

Because of Jesus, Lord who rose from the dead.

We devote ourselves to you, Jesus,

Maker of our common life! Hm!

Seeking reality, we come together,

Seeking your face, our Lord Jesus!

One in believing, serving, sharing our faith;
The hope of all mankind because of your death.

Give us real unity, Jesus,

Real unity today! Hm!

Visions of life to come, we come together,

Give us your mind, our Lord Jesus!

One in our praying, giving, holding the truth,

Until the new day dawns, East, West, North and South.

Open eyes to see your Church, Jesus,

As you want your flock to be! Hm!

I wrote these words for the 2003 Churches Together in England Forum where the theme was ‘Contributing to a Common Life’.  I put them to a tune I heard in Côte d’Ivoire to which I have given the name Aminguin Kpa which is the Anyi Sannvi for koinonia.
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